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I 

TRAUMA, HOLOCAUST, NAKBA 

The Holocaust-Nakba Nexus 

The Holocaust, known in Hebrew as "Shoah" (meaning "calamity")-a term 
that also entered German usage in the 1980s by way of a TV series and a film-
refers to the Nazi genocide of approximately six ~illion Jews and five million 
others in the context of the National So7ialist regime of World War II, which 
began in 1933 and ended in 1945.1 T~_e Holocaust .was implemented in several 
stages, starting with legal re~triction~ for Jews an~ ot~er, ~ictimized popula-
tions, leading from the stripping of citizenship and civil rights to segregation 
within the country, and finally to removal from .Ge~~a~ society with mass de-
portations to concentration and ~xterminati~n camps'. This development was 
the culmination of a long history of European anti-Semitism, which included 

; ' ,· .. , ' 

the scapegoating of Jews and various pogroms leveled against them. By the end 
of the war, about two-thirds of Et;1rope's Jewish com!Iluriities had perished. 
The psychological trauma of this genoC;id~ continues to affect Jews and other 
related populations around the world. Surviv<;>rs of the Holocaust, as well as 
descendants of victims, including the first and second generations, struggle to 
heal from the direct and indirect traumas they ):lave expedenced or inherited. 
Even individuals not directly related to families affected by the Holocaust can 
experience vulnerability to the realities of human brutality, in particular as 
they relate to continued or resurgent currents ofanti-Semitism. 

"Nakba" (Arabic for "catastrophe") is the term that Palestinians associate 
with the establishment of the State of Israel in historical Palestine in 1948. It 
marks the beginning oflsrael's dispossession of Palestinians, with 750,000 in-
dividuals losing their homes in the co~text of the 1947-48 Arab-Israeli War. 
Palestinians mourn the Zionist militias' massacres in dozens of villages, along 
with the uprooting of Palestinians from hundreds of villages.2 This trauma 
of being uprooted is viewed by Palestinians not as a finite historical event 
but, rather, as a process of Europe~n settler-colonialism that is ongoing. This 
course of events includes Israel's conquest of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
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in 1967 and Israel's responses to the First and Second Inti 
2000-2005), as well as the continued policy of Israeli settl 
cu pied Territories, all of which Palestinians consider as part 
cal continuum. The Nakba has subsequently been front and 
estinian national project, not only in the struggle toward sci 
but also with particular demands such as the "right of retu 
refugees and their descendants, who now number in the mill 
world. 

Every year since 1948, Israelis have celebrated the War 09 
(Yorn Ha'atzmauth) on May 14, and Palestinians commemorate, 
May 15. While the Holocaust and the War of Independence ha 
pivotal roles in shaping the Israeli national and political iden 
has helped to define a shared goal among Palestinians to esta 
national political autonomy. 

Despite the fact that these events (World War II, the Ho) 
lishment of the State of Israel, and the Nakba) are historically 
ing the various traumas in relation to one another has remained 
Countless academic works explore these historical events in de 
separately. Scholarly and educational attempts to bring the vari 
and associated traumas into dialogue are still marginal and haVi 
the public discourse in German, Israeli, or Palestinian societies.3 

The political establishment of postwar Germany, in parti 
mid-196os, aligns fundamentally with mainstream Israeli politics. 
tries understand Israel's right to exist, its security, and, therefo 
ment to protect itself militarily as the natural result of the atrociri 
ted during the Holocaust.4 The expression "never again," a cone 
linked to the genocide, is viewed as a core feature of Israeli idend 
shaped much of the German mainstream collective conscience.' 
estinians and "left-leaning Israelis" (used in this study for those I 
either explicitly identify as such or for those who position themselVi 
sition to Israel's right-wing policies) would like to see the "never aga· 
applied to cases in which Israelis are viewed as perpetrators and Pal 
as victims. Although the Palestinian national discourse is not una 
historical link between the Holocaust and the Israeli-Palestinian co 
the trauma of the Nakba-the resulting expulsion, the losses oflife 
erty, and, most important, the lack of statehood-that are at the for 
Palestinian shared identity.6 While the Oslo Peace Accords of 1993 wer~ 
a response to the Palestinian struggle for statehood, the subsequent fj 
the Oslo process and the elusive nature of a Palestinian state in the pres 



Way from the state-based model. Few of our Palestinian inter-
Jed to a move a . . . . . 

• oked statehood as their purpose; mstead, 1t 1s a concern with equal locutors mv . . . 
. .1 • h c0 r Palestinians in the context of one democratic state that 1s now 

CIVI rig ts" 
sweeping the rising generation. . 

While the Nakba portion of the Holocaust-Nakba nexus rcmams largely 

d. ssed among Germans, Israelis, and Palestinians in Berlin, knowledge un JSCU ' 
of the Holocaust portion is widely shared among the three groups. Holocaust 
commemoration in Berlin's public sphere is an obvious and constantly pres• 
cnt reality. For instance, the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe (also 
known as the Holocaust Memorial or Mahnmahl) and the Stumbling Stones 
(Scolpersreine)-10 cm x 10 cm brass-plated cubes inscribed with the name of 
a Jewish or other victim of the Nazis-were mentioned spontaneously and 
specifically by nearly one third of the subjects. More than half of our infor-
mants, when asked about the Holocaust, shared that they thought about it 
nearly daily in Berlin, either in passing or more extensively. This tendency was 
equally prevalent among Germans, Israelis, and Palestinians. 

We, too, felt that one of the more memorable features visible while walking 
the streets of Berlin-particularly the neighborhoods with the largest Jewish 
populations during the prewar era, including Charlottenburg and Mitte-~rc 
the Stumbling Stones (figure 1.1). They are cemented into the pavement in front 
of the person's last address prior to their deportation. On a sunny, hot day in 
June 2018, we coincidentally "stumbled" upon Gunter Demnig, the artist who 
in 1992 initiated the Stumbling Stones project, which by now has spread to 
most German cities and counts some seventy thousand cubes across the coun-
try and beyond. As we watched him and asked for permission to take photo-
graphs, Demnig, with the help of a young assistant, installed four new cubes in 
the ground. This memorable encounter occurred in one of the many charming 
and desirable residential streets of the Mitte neighborhood, lined with trees 
and the occasional cafe. Shutting out the surrounding noise, we observed a 
moment of silence to remember these four newly memorialized individuals. 

Among our interviewees, Jorg, the son of a former ss officer in his mid-
seventies, told us about the leadership role he has taken in his neighborhood, 
where he and two other volunteers organize the regular polishing of these 
st0nes. Another informant we spoke to, Simone, a nurse in her late forties 
mentioned plac· fl d di ' mg owers an can es near some of the plaques every year on 
November 9, Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass), which now is increasingly 
referred to as _Reichsprogromnacht (Night of the Reich's Pogroms). These arc 
some of the d 1 . . . many eep y movmg examples that demonstrate how Berliners 
pamc1pate act' 1 · . ive Y m commemoratmg the country's darkest chapter in his-
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. d Ii . g rockets from the Gaza Strip into Israer 
continue nn . . 

d tha
t Palestinians were faced with 'new 

. thi·nking memory, recogntnon, and repre who "answere . . 
tenuon to re . . . · · 

Ch 
an ideological and d1scurs1ve impasse w 

overcome su . ,od p,le«infan< do<"'° ju«k~ Ro<h\,eq! ,dd,, :A mo 

d d
·ng of moral action that recognizes the 1mpo 

erstan t ·. . , 
,od g,oe<>li'"''" while .-,,isdng ,oo-e"f unt,,.,..llzad 
, g\ol,,I mo"! cOOe, bu< le m•Y produce ,he g,ound> fa< o 
,ion< of ;,sdce ,nd ,o!id•ri<Y ,h,< do no< ,ep.-odu« d,e 

,b,«"' code of'good ,nd ,,;!.'"° 

Fo< G""''"'' ,nd Be,lin "''" ,pedfi"lly, ,he «ni,ati,f '~ 
Orf i< P"""' in offid,1 Polid"I d\,coU"''" well" in ,ll 8 
doo, indoding, ,o!id ,chooi cu«iculuID <h" in""1"',.... 
cally tailored for Germans, and other platforms for knowledg 
such as the media and cultural institutions.

10 
This intense ' 

educational engagement with the Holocaust not only be~e6ts 

Germans and the Hofocausr-Nakba Nexus.· 

!in but attracts millions of visitors and tourists annually.'
1 

ary readings, conferences, panel discussions, feature films, and 
are among the many formats available to engage with ~xperi 
data, and knowledge regarding the Holocaust. Much attenti 
devoted to educating the Arab and Muslim minori~ies in 
the Holocaust, with increased efforts following the large inti 

in 2015.12 Monuments b ']d' ·· · ·. · ' UI mgs, museums, and plaques i:hroughou 
bl tVI ua s, v1cnms and resistance he)) memorate events and ind' 'd I . . 

e among them the M . I rial to the b kb' . emona to the Murdered Jews of Euro:tJ 
oo urnmg on B ]' ' B the Putlitzbriick T k er ms ebelplatz, the deportation 

the Trains to L'fi T . at t e Ber in-Grunewald rail e, rac 17 (Gleis 17) h I 

L 
I e- rams to Death (K' d eben-Ziige in den Tod) an m ertransport memorial 

not to mention the c '1 d the Block of Women (Block der p 
wa s, monuments, and build' mg tones, plaques, and sig side lk ount ess StumbJ' S 
Controversies have b . mgs throughout the city. 

other victi een raised reg d. Th,yb msohh, Holoc,we h " mg <he mino,.pa« d 
a,d ,:,: "'<m«ge dodng ,hero;,.~ Sio<i and Roma and ho 

vanous forms of pub]~ mng stages of the Holocaus 
ic protest and d ' 1scussions, in pa 
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lr> ch"c "c~: zoo5, p,.ul cpder Judeo), coche £act: char crearioO o£ ro rial co 
•,;~ cererno'?!,~,..y cz:eocr"l~,':. }--le crid':iz"";1he subsequence has ch"" JVferCl~e Sinc·i 

. oer••· ,.....,oc- D sp1ce _ 1 is su . I cot•• 
Je"'s.;:;,ornPlece sc"c;£ suff"erioS·n c:ced by che , _azd ;he JVferoor•a ciOO o£ ... ..-, 
"•:~d" .. t,;erarc~ier groups persea:z:isrr> iO zooB a:he general perc;~ critici srt"> · 
!::.dedicace~c;:..secuced':3nd~\::::cialisrn io zo•~:eoc aod a sources a biscoric~I 
)-lornose"'-'a _s ·rns o£r-Jac1ona_ remains pre"" ·oiaO r-Jakba, a d 5erlin s 

ma V1cc1 £vicc1JT1.S be paJesrt - lays ,.. an 
,.nd RO ble t,ierarchY O J-{olocausC, C publiC d1SP -roe .,,,..gage-
._.,.st,akea Jc concrasc co che official discourse, £World war JI. . alizec:l o-r· 

In scar ly rnissing £rorr> h coosequences o d"C of"cen coarg1n 
eveor, is Jarge :ms rela:ced co c e nal and spora t .,, , 
ducacional roru rna is more perso Jocausr in rbe 

:.enc wich ;i;:.:,:;:::rnrnonlY igno~;!ed d~e cencralit:Y o£t~:1::;:t among Ger-
t,idden, an hie survey con . ·c -was eguallY . rbere ....,as a 

01..1rechnograp £ or jncertocuc<>rs,. t n ince·rv1ewees d 
individual daily Jives :sc7nians- Arnoog our ~errnao ~e...., up in GerrnanY ur-
rnans, Israelis, and :al een che older geoeranoo ':"b g£ rhe second, chi rd, and, 
rnarkeddifference ~cw nd che younger popular1on_o . ties and older ernpba-
ing che poscwar per~od a ~--osc o£our subjeccs in che•r six d cheir individual 

h enerac1ons- 1.v.-. £ h Holocaust: an :::d ~-;;::ig!ificanc role chac ki:':":~1!:: 0 5 ;..,:ral rnencioned cbe 1968 sc~c:l_e:,~ 
£arnilY t,iscories had played int e1 d . horicarianisrn and called £or cr1c1c 
protests in Germany thac challenge auoc of che incerlocurors-we spoke t.o• 

. h h st and present- ne h -engagemenc w,c e pa . . cisc in her rnid-sevencies, cold us t e gr .. p-
Martina, a retir,;,d 1ntorrnac1on sc1en had conf"ronced her £acher abouc b .is role 

:::~::;0 ;;;e0 ~~:7'e:: aa:::t;:!::::!~;1:';,ortly before he died, she uncov~red ch: 
fuJI cruth. A journalise who had dug up compromising docurnentat1o_n ba 
contacted her ailing father in a retirernenc holl"-e co engage hirn abouc h.1

5 
pasc 

as a member otche Waffen-SS and chus his direct involvement: in, a .nd respon-
sibility £or, 'Che persecution of" Jews. Panicking,. he called Martina,. wh<> con-
f"ront:cd and questioned him on the phone and asked permission ro sec chc doc-
uments and thus gain access to the ~ull truth. Minutes be.lore she reached her 
~t:hees retirement home_ to speak to him in person,. he had a heart attac.k a .nd 
died. Marcina's subsequent decision co work at che Jewish Museum and cngag 
more broad) · h h - I · e Y w1.t t e 1nte lectual and cultu~al hist:ory of' Jews emerged £°ram 
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the guilt she experienced. The fear that "murderous 
patterns might have been transmitted to her has h_aunt 
She shared with us that she suffers whenever she gets 
for instance, in stressful traffic situations or during ar~ 
band. She experiences the outbursts as uncontrollable. 
traits, which she perceived as inherited from her father 
through these issues with therapists. 

The majority of our young interviewees felt that as G 
obligation to know and not to forget, but they clearly did 
bore personal responsibility for the Nazi past. Although the 
scious of the historical legacy of the Holocaust, their focus 
present issues related to populism and xenophobia rather 
of racism. As Mahira, a German woman of Pakistani ori · 
highly educated and professionally successful mother of two 
never forget the Holocaust, but our problems today lie elsew 
do have the responsibility to learn about the past, we canno 
scure the injustices of the present." More of an outlier was o 
much younger interviewee, Oliver, the manager ~fa cultural i 
late twenties. Though initially cheerful and nonchalant whil 
questions, he struggled emotionally when we broached the SJ1 

connections to the Holocaust. Oliver told us about his unfi · 
of family members and, more directly, of his grandfather. 
disturbing facts about his grandfather's past and his active rol 
severed ties with him, as well as with that side of his family, 
not attend his grandfather's recent funeral. Oliver has been d 
ish studies and, more specifically, to Israel, starting with, an 
exchange program in Jerusalem. He repeatedly travels to Israel 
the West Bank a few times. In his present professional pursuitd 
dedicated to work related to Judaism and Israel. Through his 
and colleagues, he has also met Palestinians. Oliver acknowledg 

s ew1s an sraeh 1s connected to his perso terest in all matter J · h d 1 . . · . 
Holocaust. . ' ·"" 

For most of the G J . . . erman ews we mterv1ewed, the Holoc 
expenenced or reme b d h . . 

1 
. m ere t rough a personal family connect· 

ro e m their lives cert . 1 . . sional ch . E ' am Y m the context of significant persona.I 
o1ces. ven when . d . . denominat' marne to non-Jews, Germans ofJe 

ion seemed tom · • h' . Jewish dialect' M amtam a istoncal consciousness of 
IC. ost of the G ground we spoke . h k ermans of Muslim, Arab, or Pales 

wit ac now! d d h . e ge t e significance of Holoca 



and commemoration to successful integration into German society. In con-

t 
the mai'ority of Germans we spoke to, including highly educated and 

tras' f"N kb " Informed individuals, were unfamiliar with the term or concept o _a . a, 
and only a few were truly familiar with the history and trauma of Pal~st1man~. 

Christiane, a German woman in her mid-sixties, stated that, given their 
history, Jews had the right to defend themselves with all possible means, in· 
eluding the use of violence against Arabs. She stated unabashedly, "The Jews' 
current suffering is my suffering, and I will not, I cannot, absorb the suffer-
ing of Palestinians." This woman was close to retiring after a career as a law-
yer at one of Berlin's leading media and entertainment companies. Despite a 
sense of solidarity with their "Palestinian neighbors and co-religionists," for 
both Orhan, a professor of Turkish descent at one of Berlin's universities in his 
early sixties, and Ozge, a German Turkish medical student in her late twen-
ties, the Holocaust was an important part of their German identity. As 6zgc 
explained, "Though my family was not implicated in this war, taking the Ho-
locaust seriously and feeling the Jewish suffering is much about performing 
your duties as a German citizen." A German Jew we spoke with, Martin, a 
psychoanalyst in his early fifties who has always been an active member of 
the Berlin Jewish community, stated that he had no interest in, or capacity 
for, acknowledging Palestinian trauma. In a self.reflective voice, he insisted, "I 
know I should feel bad for them. But I can't. My heart is filled with the trauma 
of my own people." Among most elderly Germans we interviewed who largely 
defended the Zionist narrative, one, Rudolf, a film producer in his late seven-
ties, expressed a critical view regarding Israel. He referred to the Holocaust 
as "Israel's foundation myth," meaning that "the genocide was instrumental-
ized for nationalistic ends." He was concerned that the Holocaust was being 
"used" as an "excuse" for continued violence against Palestinians. Rudolf. in 
his mid-seventies, also felt strongly that the "curtain of denial on Israel's ·hu-
man rights violations was lifted in Germany after the 1967 Arab-Israeli War 
and Israel's occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip." His career too had 
created f, · ' ' . space or active engagement with the German-Israeli relationship dur-
mhg t~e P0stwar era: he played a key role in a recent award-winning film about 
t e Eichmann trial. 

Israelis and the Holocaust-Nakba Nexus 

~lmGost none of the Israelis we interviewed had family connections to Berlin 
r ermany. Some rep d h h . oth I . orte t at t e1r grandparents, great-grandparents or 

er re atives had b d d · · ' een eporte or had died in the camps. A number of sub-

11 
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jects commented that Holocaust commemoration in B 
Jent than in Israel and that they thought about the N 
frequently after they arrived in Germany. Anat, a restau 
thirties, for example, felt that her increased awareness ofl 
Jin came not only from "the endless Holocaust memorial 
also what I think Germans expect of me as a conscientiou& 
Israeli." This brought the past more into focus in German: 
former life in Bat Yam, where she grew up. Several inter 
felt that it was easier to transcend Holocaust memory in I 
post-Holocaust reality ofliving in the State oflsrael that 
math. Saul, for instance, an engineer from Beer Sheva in hi 
committed to teaching his three children about the Ho 
bered that, when he was young, "talking about the camps 
more generally was considered taboo." 

Some Israelis mentioned initial hesitance or negative rea 
and relatives in Israel when confronted with the news that 
Berlin as a new home. For many Israelis in Berlin, the as 
past terrors of the Holocaust is often jarring at first, but aft 
there is a coping and adaptation mechanism so that the Ho 
secondary. Olira, a professional brand performance mariag 
in her thirties, reported that, after some hesitation and slig 
parents were convinced that her decision to move to Berlin 
when they saw that her new apartment was twice as large ash 
for a significantly lower tent. Rachel, an Israeli social worker in 
ties whose cliencele consisted mostly of native Hebrew-spe 
us chat the Holocaust usually came up during initial sessions bu 
most often disappeared, over the course oflong-term therapy. 

The great majority of Israelis we interviewed felt that H 
memoration in Berlin was necessary and adequate. Some felt 
too much of it and chat it was too "in your face." Several co 
Holocaust commemoration and memorials in Berlin were largely 
Germans_ racher than for the victims as a way to publicly and ph 
ment cheu repentance A . I c . . 1· . h' la • ne , 1or instance a 1ourna 1st in 1s te 
originally came fro J I ' m erusa em, made the cynical suggestion to 

E
c~ntral HolocauSC Memorial "The Memorial of the Guilt-Ridden 

mat, a bank empl • h I A hk 
I 

oyee m er ate twenties who had moved to 
s e on, criticized the f d. · · . vast un mg and public space dedicated to 

commemorat1on on the b . h . . commenced h h " aSIS t at It could be used for better causfA 
t at t e stones a d I n scu ptures were indicative of G 



. xperiencing the real pain associated with the suffering of the in· 
mun1ty to e · h ·d I d families who were tortured or killed but inapt to repair t e past 
div1 ua s an • d h . "s· ·1arly Dror an Israeli science student in his twenties, calle t e 
crimes. I m1 , , . . " · 1 "failed attempt at reparations (Wiedergurmachung), Yoav, a per· 
memona s a . 

1 
· er in his early thirties, drew attention to the tourism that surrounds 

sona tram . . 
the monuments and the economic benefits Germany now gams from 1t. 

Several Israelis of Mizrahi background (i.e., of Middle Eastern and North 
African origin) currently living in Berlin shared that they felt excluded from 
the national Holocaust identity while growing up in Israel. Some reported ex· 
eriencing a somewhat different form of anti-Semitism that targeted them 

~s "Orientals," a category of discrimination perceived as quite separate from 
the genocide by which the Jewish communities of European background were 
marked.16 Despite the robust Holocaust education in Israeli public schools, 
many Mizrahis do not connect emotionally with the Holocaust that class-
mates whose parents or grandparents were implicated directly in the perse· 
cution or its related traumas do. Rafi, a doctoral student from Holon in his 
mid-thirties, for instance, said that one day the students in his class were given 
an assignment to tell the stories of their grandparents and enliven them with 
images or objects. He felt resen~ful that his family had played no part. in the 
Holocaust and ashamed to have nothing more to report on than a "boring Mo-
roccan farmer family routine." Yet the Holocaust continues to touch the lives 
of Jewish Israelis from all walks oflife. The same can be said about the War of 
Independence .. Yet efforts within Israel to commemorate or publicly recognize 
the Nakba, which has always been marginalized as an event and as a historical 
narrative, increasingly have been banned or stifled by the Israeli government-
hence, solidifying a persistent taboo within Israeli society. 

. In an article on Holocaust education in the Israeli newspaper Haare~ 
Gideon Greif, a historian of the Holocaust from Israel who lectures befor; 
thousan_ds of German students each year, compared Holocaust education in 
I[_srael ~ith Holocaust education in Germany. He writes: "German teenagers 
mcludmg Palestin·a G ] h . 
H 1 

1 n ermans are s owmg more and more interest in the 
o ocaust-the oppo ·t f h • · · · . si e o t e situation we feared in the past. They are study-

mg Holocaust above d b d Th . th b· an eyon · e1r teachers devote a great deal of time to 
e su Ject They go to Ausch · d ' t . h · witz on stu Y trips and devote more time to the 

op1c t an the curriculum d d ,,,1 s· ·1 1 year-old I r eman s. ·. im1 a.r y, Aya Zarfati, a thirty-two-
caust site;ra;~ wo~an who lives in Berlin and works as a guide at three Holo-
the Ho - f ehJew1sh Museum, the Sachsenhausen concentration camp and 

use o t e Wa C fi , Germany are ju :nsee o~_erence-commented, "Holocaust studies in 
st as t orough as they are in Israel, if not more so."'8 
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In contrast to Germans, most Israelis we intervie 
and to some extent knowledgeable about, the Nakba. Se 
Jis critical of the Israeli government made statements a 
ibility in the German public discourse and private spheres 
also lamented that, even among the more socially aware 
Germans, there was not only striking ignorance with 
but also a common lack of interest in learning about it. D 
ing about the Nakba is perceived as direct criticism oflsra 
in Germany." Yonatan, a postdoctoral student in the hu 
thirties, shared with us his wish to offer a university course 
felt that it would be easier for him, as an Israeli Jew, to int 
the German academic curriculum has relegated to the marg' 
pressed than for Germans or other nationals employed in the 
and various institutes and centers of higher learning. 

Palestinians and the Holocausc-Nakba Nexus · 

Most Palestinians we interviewed were well informed about the 
the significant role that education and memory holds in both 
raeli societies. The majority, including one recent refugee from 
from Syria, felt that the commemoration was adequate and im 
however, expressed concern over the gap in knowledge a~orig m 
and their lack of compassion for Palestinians. S~ve,ral even· t~ 
that they were indirect victims of the Holocaust and that the_ 
direct consequence of World War II, a perspective largely abs 
German public discourse. As Dima, a Palestinian German f1ig& 
in her mid-thirties, put it, "Their Holocaust is also our Holoca 
don't want to acknowledge us." A number ofinterviewees spok~ a 
censorship when talking openly in Berlin about their forced e 
their land. Muhammad, a businessman and father of five in his 
expressed his wish to explain to Germans that "there are some sim 
tween Israel's military occupation in Gaza and the West Bank and 
military occupation throughout Europe." He felt, though, that 
as comparison could jeopardize his career and, perhaps, his family. S 
was born in Lebanon to refugee parents and was in his fifties and the: 
a reStau:ant that he ran with his four sons, said that "describing the d 
of our life as refugees O d d . r escen ants of refuges would insult the 
Samir felt very grateful t G . • . 0 ermans who had helped him to come to G 
and assisted him in Startin l'fi h g a new 1 e ere. But he also expressed 



h S no room to talk about the Palestinian trauma and how it was 
that t ere wa . . . 

d h
. family's forced expulsion from Jsrael/Palestme. Several of our m· 

relate to is . . 't rated that if they deviated from the expected standard discourse 
terv1ewees I e . . . 
on Holocaust suffering and shared their per~onal assoc:att~ns ~nd expcrtenccs, 

h Id not only risk social and professional margmaltzat1on but also per-
t ey wou . 
manent and irrevocable exclusion. 

The Nakba, many of our Palestinian interlocutors said, was a subject they 
were able to discuss only when among themselves. Fadi, a Palestinian medical 
student in his twenties who was born and raised in Ramallah, stated, "Why 
don't Germans understand chat what they did to the Jews is similar to what 
Israelis did to the Palestinians?" He was aware that such a comparison could 
not be made openly in Berlin and that the overwhelming majority of Germans 
would take issue with it as historically inaccurate and a form of anti-Semitism. 
Salma was also Palestinian but was born and raised in Berlin; now in her for-
ties and a mother of three, she works as a janitor at one of Berlin's hospitals. 
She cold us about an exchange she had with a colleague during a lunch break. 
When Salma tried to explain to her coworker, whom she had considered her 
only German friend, that her family's suffering was directly linked to the Ho-
locaust, the colleague's response-"Not only do your people steal their land, 
but now you also want to rob them of the Holocaust" -both shapi.ed her and 
caused a great deal of anger. Rashid, a successful lawyer in his mid-forties, told 
us about his parents, who came to Germany as refugees from Lebanon and 
were both illiterate. Among his eight siblings, only he and his younger brother 
were allowed to attend preparatory school (Gymnasium). Although h~ has be-
come a public advocate for Holocaust education among Muslim schoolchildren 
and, more recently, the refugee population, he told us ab~ut "the shadow of the 
Nakba hanging over him, day in day out." He leads a comfortable life, and his 
friends and colleagues are among Berlin's socioeconomic eiite. Yet most of his 
relatives-apart from his younger brother, who is a physician-live in condi-
tions t~at maintain the scars of refugee life, despite his eff~rts to support them 
financially and emotionally. Rashid said, "Ifl shared my views about the Nakba 
;penly! or criti~ized Israel, _even with care and nuance, I would be doomed . 
. omettmes, I wish I could simply leave, go to America or Canada. But I can't 
JUSt pack and take my forty or fifty relatives along." 

Advocating for Holocaust commemoration and education in Germany 
can shape a person's social and economic integration and success. This is 
something ind' ·d J f II b . 1v1 ua s rom a ackgrounds and all age groups understand. 
~~en m 2012 students from a Berlin Kreuzberg school, including Palestinians 
v1s1ted Yad v h (I I' ffi . . · ' as em srae s o eta! memonal to the victims of the Holocaust), 
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they heard the story ofRefik Veseli, a seventeen-year-old Mu I' 
. hr ·1 d . h . sun who rescued a Jew1s 1am1 y urmg t e Holocaust She w ,, · asre, 

of the Righteous among the Nations. The students were greatlf 
returning to Berlin, they contacted the authorities and asked th. 
name be changed. Their request was granted, and the schoof'\ , . II 
after Refik Veseli.19 , 

The opposite can be said of advocating for the commemot, 
Nakba in Germany. Not only would doing so prevent social integ~lli 
nition, and success, but even the mere mention of the associatell i 
particular, for a Palestinian-could have detrimental consequel 
ning with the loss of professional opportunities and, thus, the aBif 
life of safety and dignity. -

Germany has made a remarkable effort to grapple ~ith · the Holi 
spheres of society, defining politics~ public discour~e, education, 
German identity. While many Germans and Israelis celebrate ·t: 
dependence and the creation of th~ State of Israel, the devastating 
these historical events continue to have on Palestinians is larg, 
mainstream German public discourse. For Israelis in Berlin, the 
ence of the Holocaust is familiar, given its similarly prominent 
rael's educational forums, as well as in its urban landscape and pu 
Most of these Israelis, however, are simultaneously aware of the N 
salience for Palestinian identity and experience. For Palestinians in 
Holocaust is perceived as a complex and sensitive matter: as defini 
of their successful integration into German mainstream· society, 
source of frustration, given the dearth of public acknowledgment 
We argue that the German-Israeli-Palestinian moral triangle re, 
clusionary ethos from all three parties that creates room for recog 
Holocaust and the Nakba. 
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